
The Labyrinth of Seeking Asylum
Misconceptions of Seeking Asylum

Seeking asylum is a human right that was recognized by the United States during the 1951 United Nations Convention, and has legal

obligations to protect those classified as refugees either through 2 avenues which include: (1) abroad as a resettled refugee; or (2) in

the United States as an asylum seeker.

An asylum seeker must prove past, present or future persecution based on the persons: RACE, NATIONALITY, POLITICAL

OPINION, RELIGION, or AFFILIATION WITH PARTICULAR SOCIAL GROUP-PSG (such as those who are LGBTQI, journalists,

activists, tribes/ethnic groups, etc...).

 

 

The most difficult way to enter the

United States legally is as a refugee who

is fleeing a war stricken country. No other

category of traveler into the United

States undergoes such a rigorous and

detailed screening process which can

take upto 18-24 months involving

numerous federal intelligence and

security agencies such as: Department of

Homeland Security, the Department of

State, the Department of Defense, the

National Counterterrorism Center, and

the FBI, amongst many others.

Refugees = Asylum Seeker

Obtaining citizenship through asylum is a

long and rigorous process that applicants

are ONLY eligible for, if they:

1. Able to obtain APPROVED status as

an asylee through an immigration

judge or U.S. Citizenship and

Immigration Services Officer

2. Apply for legal permanent

residency 1 year after obtaining

approved asylum

3. Apply for U.S. Citizenship ONLY

after having obtained legal

permanent status for 5 years

Seeking Asylum in the
U.S. is easier than applying

for U.S. Citizenship

Only those who have entered the country

as resettled refugees are eligible for

various assistances through federal and

state resettlement programs.

ASYLUM SEEKERS are NOT ELIGIBLE

FOR ANY STATE OR FEDERAL BENEFITS

until GRANTED ASYLUM through an

APPROVED decision from either an

immigration judge or asylum officer

through U.S. Citizenship and Immigration

Services which can take anywhere from

months to years.

Asylum seekers get federal
assistance as soon as they

arrive in the U.S.

An asylum seeker who is either in the

process of seeking asylum, has obtained

approved asylum or has obtained legal

permanent residency can

ALL

be deported at any time if they have

committed a felony and or a deportable

crime of moral turpitude.

Asylum seekers cannot be
deported

According to DHS, in the 2018 fiscal year

38, 687 individuals were granted asylum.

13, 248 of those individuals were detained.

93-97% of asylum claims in El Paso, TX are

denied, much higher than the national

average of 61.8%.

Only about 37% of all immigrants obtain

legal council.

Only about 14% of all detained immigrants

obtain legal council.

ALL Asylum cases are
approved, especially on the

border

The United States continues to be perceived

by many around the world as THE COUNTRY

of OPPORTUNITY, equality, justice, safety,

amongst other qualities which make those

most vulnerable seek the U.S. for protection

and safety.

Many surrounding countries where asylum

seekers are fleeing, are plagued with violence

and little protection or safety from there

persecutor.

While the United States has the largest

resettlement program, twenty-eight other

nations, including Canada, Australia and

Norway, are also engaged in refugee

resettlement.

Why do Asylum Seekers have
to come to the U.S. and not
the nearest country to them?

Understanding Endurance Through the Labyrinth of the Asylum Process

Asylum: Endurance Project Commissioned by: Yaha Aguilera,  Senior Coordinator US Border Response

SAVE THE CHILDREN ACTION NETWORK

SOWK 5357:  Group Project by Christina Garcia, Yvette Lares, Paola Ling, Melissa Montanez and Janine Ortega
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